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DIGEST OF LEGISLATION FOR EDUCATION OF 
CRIPPLED CHILDREN 



IntroduclioD 


This study is concerned with legislation for the education of crippled 
children. Provisions relating to the physical and medical care and 
treatment of such children are not included. Neither is there an 
attempt to cover the rehabilitation laws operating in most of the 
States. Legislation for the education of crippled adults has rapidly 
increased in recent years. All of the States e.xcept Connecticut, 
Delaware, Kansas, Maryland, Kentucky, Vermont, and Washing- 
ton are now cooperating with the Federal Government under the 
terms, of the national civilian vocational, rehabilitation act. The 
national rehabilitation act is broad enough in scope to include voca- 
tional training for all persons of disability, whether congenital or 
caused by accident or disease. Under the rehabilitation laws of 
many of the States numerous crippled person* including both minors 
and adults receive vocational education. 

The earliest attempts to provide care and education for crippled 
children were prompted by private charity. A few private institu- 
tions for this purpose were established in Anaerica during the latter 
half of the nineteenth century. That the State should provide edu- 
cation for crippled children and give them a chance to lead independ- 
ent lives is a growing conviction, and the history of the education of 
such children in America shows the gradual transition from private 
to public responsibility. This transition is not yet complete. Only a 
few of the States have laws providing special public-school classes for 
such children. The first public-school classes for cripples in the 
United States we;e opened in Chicago in 1899. Similar classes were 
opened in New York in 1906.' 


Minnesota was apparently the first State to provide by legislation 
for public care and treatment of crippled children. Chapter 289 of 
1897 Laws of Minnesota authorized the board of regents of the State 
Univereity of Minnesota to make provisions for the care and treat- 
ment, includi^ medical and surgical attention, in some hospital, for 
indigent cripiflBd children of the State. This law did not expressly 
provide for the education of such children. . Chapter 81 of 1907 Laws 
of Minnesota expressly authorized that provision be made for their 
•ducation. In the meantime, however, the Massachusetts Legisla- 
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tore (ch. 446, Laws of 1904) established the Massachusetts School 
and Home for Crippled and Deformed Children for the purpose ol 
providing education and care for crippled and deformed children ol 
the Commonwealth. Consequently, Massachusetts appears not only 
to be the first State to have proxnded public education in general, but 
also the first to have established at public expense a school for crippled 
children. 

The first legislative’ enactments on this subject tended to provide 
for the establishment of a State institution w^hcre crippled children 
could be sent. The tendency of more recent legislation has been to 
provide education for such children by means of special classes in 
local districts. 

As will be seen from the following table and digest, the laws here 
reviewed vary in many respects. Some expressly mention “crippled” 
children; others refer to defecti^^e or disabled children. Some require 
and others authorize special classes. Some require and others author* 
ize State aid, etc. For the purpose of publication the provisions have 
been arranged in three divisions; namely, local aid. State regulation, 
and State aid. The first and last divisions are subdivided according 
as the aid is authorized or required. 


Principal features of laws relating to the education of crippled children * 


sc«te 

State regulation of educa- 
tion of crippled children 

Teachers of special classes 
must be approved by 
State for that purpose 

1 

1 


Local school board 

1 

i 1 

!l 
' ? 

! i 

CO 

1 

i 1 

1 ! 
•o 

d 

5 

5 

GQ 

1 

t- 

0 

cr 

t 

"V 

< 

-c 1 
^ 1 

o 1 

■5 ' 

p 

flC 

< 

Required to provide 
special classes 

^5 i 

cl 1 

1 5"2 1 
' r.S 

\n 

1 C 
1 JC 0> 

1=1 

1 Required to provide | 
•* home instruction j 

■ 

a. 1 

C ID j 

-E 

M 

D>« 

< 

o 

■a 

|.i 

If 

B p 
a 

1’ 

<> 

Alabama * 



i 



• X 

1 

X 





CaUfornia 

* X 


X 



X 


X 


X ' 

! X 

X 

Connectiout ^ 

X ! 

1 


X 

X 


X 



^ 1 

1 


BUnoia 4 

1 X 

X 

X 


X 


X 

1 




Indiana * 

! X 

1 

X 



X 


X 

1 

\ 



Kentucky 












' X 

Louisiana • 

i X 



X 


X 

1 

' X * 

1 i 





1 





X 

1 

1 X 





Masaaebusetts^w 



X 


X 



1... .. 

X 

1 



Michigan . . , 

' X 

X 

X 


X 


X 1 


X 

f 



MlniieaoU... 

1 X 

' X 

X 



X 


X 1 

1.. ..J 




Ml»ourl 

X 

1 X 

X 

X 


X 


1 X 


I:::::: 


X 

New Jersey 

! X 


X 


X 

X 

X 1 

X 1 

1 X 1 

1 

X 

X 

N«w York 

X 

' X 

X 


X 

X 

X 



X 


X 

Oblo 

! X 

i X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

/ 

1 X 


X 

X 

Oregon 

I X- 

1 X 



X , 


^ 1 


X 




Pennaylvania 

1 X 

! X 

X 


X 1 

I 

X 1 

1 

1 X 




Tennessee 

X i 


X 

- X 

X ! 

1 





^ X 


Washington ' 

1.. ...i 

1 



1 

1 » X 


X 1 





Wisconsin ■ 

X 

X 

'X 


X 

X 


'> 1 

X 





Wyoming • 

X 

1 

X 

X 

1 ^ 



^ 1 



• 




1 










Total 

17 

1 

8 

14 

8 

11 

11 

7 

10 i 

0 

3 

4 

T 


1 In the District of Columbia, the board of education has ruled that **Any pupil with aerious meotalor 
phjaioel dafeou, may * * * he segreffated in special claaaes after appropriate ^xaroioatloa of Mi4 
pupil. " (By laws and Rules of the board of education of the District of Columbia, page 48.) 

> ** Crippled" children not expressly mentioned In the law. 

I City s^ool boards. 

* Boards of eduoatlon In dtiss of the flnt claas. 
i To Insdtatlon where tnatment and sduoatioo are to be giyep. 


DIGEST OF LAWS BY STATES 
Alabama 

(1919 Laws, art. 8. p. 567) 

I. Local aid. — Authorized: The city board of education is authorized to estab- 
lish and maintain or aid in establishing and maintaining special schools for defec- 
tive rhiklren (cripples not expressly mentioned), 

II. Slate regulation . — None mentioned. 

III. State an/. ““None mentioned. 

California 

( (1018 P. C. (1921) as amended by ch. 5S5, 1927 Laws) 

4 

I. Local aid. — Authorized: District school boards are authorized, if any crip- 
pled children in district, to provide suitable cducational^pportunities t)y special 
classes or visiting teachers and oilier methods approved by State department; 
provided that no child shall be required to take advantage of such special oppor- 
tunities when the p.-ir-Mts .show that the child is receiving adequat<^educational 
advantages. They may also furnish transportation and ncccvssi]^' services. 
UpcMi the ap])rnval of the Stiite deparlincmt of education the district may employ 
a special teaclier-co<^nlinator who shall make a study of employment and cduca- 

I tional possibilities and assist in coordinating school work with commercial and 
indict rial pursuits. The department of labor and industrial relations shall 

1 through the State employment service cooperate in the placement of physically 

I ham]icap[)ed children. 

i Requirrii: When special classes are maintained the district school board shall 
kcc[) a rc'cord of attendance or hours of visiting instruction (one hour of visiting 
iustriiction to be counted as one day). To report annually to State department 
gpecial-class attcntlancc and cxpemlitiires therefor. To provide for individual 
counseling and guidance in social and vocational matters for each pupil enrolled. 

If any child is unable to walk to class, transportation must be provided. 

The county superintendent is required to estimate cost of instruction to handi- 
capped, adding one-lialf of excess cost per such pupil to average cost of each 
normal pupil and report amount required to be raised by taxes. 

Cliiklren of school age niuat be registered annually by parent or guardian. 

II. Slate regulation. — The State superintendent has general .supervision of 
tuethods and standanls of instructing crippled children. 

III. Stale aid. — Required: Where State-approved special class or instruction 
18 maintained the State is reepnreti to pay excess current operating cost for special 
iustruction over and above that for educating equal number of regular pupils in 
average attendance for like period; but not to exceed 1200 for each elementary 
pupil afid SlOO for each high-school pupil annually. 

Connecticut 

(1021 Laws, ch. 356; 1923 Laws, ch. 69) 

I I. Local aid. — Authorized: Any town or district having ‘‘educationally ex- 
ceptional children” may provide special instruction. Districts may combine for 
•uch purposes and n ay transport to and from placet where medical or surgical 
tttepUon may be given (1927 Laws, ch. 219). If any indigent crippled 
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found in mind, be in the district, the probate court may, if it find such child 
pro|>er subject, upon application by selectmen of towa where the child resides 
commit child to “Newington Home for Cripplc.l Children” for such time ai 
court may deem prop«'r; provided the snifi home can cure for the child. If the 
cost of child in said home exceeds *8 per week, the excess shall be charged to 
parent, or if pjirent is a pauper, to the town, 4iut the town shall not jatv more 
than $2 a week j)cr child. 

Reqinrni: Upon petition npprovo.l by State department f.f parent.'-- or miard- 
ians of lOor more “educationally exception.al children” '“.all children over 4 and 
under lb years of ape. who. becau.se of mental or i)hysical handicap, are incap- 
able of receiving proper Ix’nofit from ordinary instruction and who. for their 
own or the social welfare, need special educational provision.s”) the board of 
school visitors, U>wn school committee, or bo.ard i.f education shall establish a 
school for such “educationally cxcei)tionaI school children” or shall provide in- 
struction in some other way. 

The board shall make regulations rec|uiring enimn'r.ation .ind reporting of all 
“educationally excet)tional children,” ”N(. edueat ion.'dty handicai»ped child 
shall bo (feprived of school privileges except with the express a]»proval of the 
secretary of the State board of education, and every chihl .<o excluded shall l)c 
brought immediately to the 'attention of proper authorities to in.sure adc'ijuate 
protection nnd training for the child/’ ' 

II Slate rcgafnfioa.— No child '-linll he eommiiteil to the “Newington Home 
for Crippled Children” without the ajifiroval of the governor. 

III. State aid —Aulhorizcil; When indigent children are cured for in 4 he ” New- 
ington Home for Crippled Children,” upon approval of the governor, the Stale 
is authorized to pay J8 a week for snpyiort of each child eoimuilted to said hnrae. 

Illinois 

(Act of June 19, 1923, amended June 30. 19251 ^ 

I. Local did.—Avthorized: Any school district may ('stabli.sh and maintain 
^ classes and schools for instruction of resident crippled children between 5 and 

21 years of age; may employ a jirinripnl and neeos.sary atteiulanl.s for such 
schools; and shall preseribe the methofi of discipline and emir.se of instruction. 

Required. School districts having crippled children must apjiropriato annually 
a sum equal to the total per capita cost of educating a like number of normal 
children, to be known as the “cripyiled children’s instruction fuml,” which shall 
be. used wholly for instruction of such children; .ami to furnish the director of 
public w^farc w'ith account of cost of such classes and instruetion and care of 
such pupih over the average cost of instruction of normal children. The truant 
officer-isj^quired to report and enroll every crippled child anmially. 

II. Stale regulation.— TcHchvTR must possess the usual qualification.s recjuired 
for public schools and such special training as State superintendent may require 
as a condition upon which State aid is allowed.* 

III. - S/afe atVf. Required: When any district reports cost of speci.al instruc- 
tion exceeding cost of instruction of normal children, the State must pay annually 
to the board of education maintaining such classes the aggregate excess cost of 
such inst-tucUon over the average cost of instruction of normal children* provided 
such excess cost shall not exceed S300 a pupil jier annum; and provided that such 
classes shall be subject to the supervision of the State superintendent. 

The act of June 30, 1925, created for two years a “crippled children's com* 
mission t of nine members, to inquire into the work being done by public and 
private agencies in the care, cure, and education of crippled childivn, and to 
report to the governor and to the next general assembly its recommendation for 
the more efficient coordination and improvement of this work. 
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Indiana 


(1927 Laws, ch. 211) 


I Local aid. Authorized: Any local school corporaiion having 10 or more 
children wlio, “on account of physical disahility, ^an nert be taught advan- 
tageously in the regular classes^’ (cri[)plcs^ot expressly mentioned) is^tothorized 
to establish and organize special classes* for such children; or to do so jointly 
v'*b another school corporation, prorating the cost on the basis of average 
dhuy attendance; provided such classes shall be approved by the State board 
of education. 

School cor[)onui(»ns may provide transportation for children who are enrolled 
in sj)ecial classes in cases where such children arc j)htsically unable to reach 
the school or where the distance from home to the place of special instruction 
is greater than that to the regular school. Thc\' arc also %pthorized to pro- 
vide lunches without cost. 

Local suf>orintendent8 may have children physically examined to ascertain 
suitable types for special classes but ^‘no child shall be obliged to submit to a 
medical or physical examination whose parent or guardian objects to such an 
examination." Whore there are fewer than 10 children of physical disability 
local school corporations are antliorized to arrange for transfer of sv^ch chil- 
dren to another school corporation having special class and>to pay actual 
cost of instruction in said class. 

Annual enumeration of crippled chiklrcn implied from tlie regular Bchool- 
census provision. 

II. State regulation. The State board of education shall adopt and pro- 
mulgate such rules and regulations d(*cmcd necessary for the administration of 
special classes and prescribe forms of reports to be used by school corpora- 
tions in claiming State reirnluirscment. 

II J. Slate aid. Heginred: If any district maintains a special class or pro- 
vidc.s special instruction by transfer to another school corporation the State 
is required to reimburse such district to an amount equal to three-fourths of 
the cost of such instruction in excess of the cost of instruction of the 'same 
number of children in regular classes, based on average daily attendance; to 
be paid out of the common-school revenue fund. The State superintendent 
when snaking semiannual apportionment, shall reserve from the conunon-school 
revenue fund suflicient amount to pay all such claims. 

Kentucky 

(I>aws Relating to Education; 1928 General Aspembly, p. 20) 

I. Local aid.— Authorized: Boards of education in cities of the first class are 
authorized to use any funds realized from local taxation in such amount as is 
reasonably necessary to provide for transportation of crippled children to and 
from public schools. 

II. State regulation , — None mentioned. \ 

III. State aid . — None mentioned. 


Louisiana 


(1920 Uw8, Act 74) 

I. Local aid.— Authorized: Parish school boards are authorised “to orgsolse 
Md maintain special classes' or schools for the benefit of • • ♦ physically 
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deficient children whose needs can not be properly cared for in regular public 
Bchoole.” (Cripples not expressly mentioned.) Children assigned to such 
classes must attend. The course of study in such classes shall he approved by 
the State board of education. 

Quadrennial enumeration of crippled children implied from regular school- 
census provision. 

II. SlQte regulalion.~Thc cour.se of study in special classes shall he approved 
by the State board of education. 

III. State aid. Authorized: The Slate is authorized to aid in the support of 
special classes or schools out of any available funds at its disposal. 

Maryland 

(1914 Laws, ch. 105) ^ 

I. Local aid. Authorized: Whore Tiliy.sical disability tondinp to prevent receiving 
full benefit of school work, or requiring modification of school work, or to prevent 
injury to child, or to secure best educational results, county board.« of education 
are authorized to establish special classes and may employ additional teachers 
for this purpose. (Crippled children not si>ecifically mentioned.) 

Biennial enumeration of such children implied from regular school-census 
provision. 

II. State regulation. — None mentioned. 

III. Stale aid, — None mentioned. 

Massachusetts 

(1904 Laws, ch. 446; 1907 Laws, ch. 226; 1924 Laws, cji^44) 

I. Local aid —Required: Wlien “such (cri(l^^) cliildrcu as have a legal scttle- 

meni in a town and who are in the State hf)spital tlie town corporation wherein 
such children reside is required to pay hoard not exceeding $6 per week for such 
children in State hospital. . ' 

Apnual enumeration of crippled children is implied from regular school-census 
provision. 

II. Stale regulation. — Crippled children are admitted to a State hospital school 
upon approval of trustees thereof. 

III. Slate aid. — Authorized: To admit crippled ehildron to State hospital school 
upon application of any crippled child or parent or guardian. 

^ Required: To maintain State hospital school for the education and care of 
crippled and deformed children. 

To finish tuition and board in said St.-te school when not otherwise provided. 

If ^ town with approval of department pays for high-school instru^ion of 
pupil of physical disability ' and unahl^to attend svich school in another town 
the State is required to reimburse such town therefor under the same conditions 
anu to the same amount as for tuition in such school and for transportation 
thereto, hut not more than $100 a year in lieu of tuition plus $1.50 per wc<?k of 
actuaL instruction in lieu of tr(^n.sportatiau. 

Michigan 

(1623 Laws, Act 313; 1927 Laws, Act 236) 

I. Local aid. AtUhonzed: District boards of education when'oot maintaining 
s speoial class for crippled children are authorized to pay tuition of any such 
children to a aohool maintaining auch classtti. 
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Required: Upon petitios of pareni-» or guardians of 6vc or more crippled 
^Idren, 6 and 20 yeard, wli^an not profitably or safely be educated with other 
classes, the district board of education shaU establish and maintain, one or more 
classes which shall be in rooms properly quipped and shall be maintained as 

long as five are in actual attendance. 

If any crippled children are within any district separate instruction therefor 
must be provided. 

District boards of education when maintaining one or more special classes shall 
report annually to the State superintendent showing itemized cost of such classes; 
ami to include in annual bhdget sufficient sum to provide special service to such 
pupils, maintain said chisses, and to pay teacher.s monthly. 

Cniiidy superintendents, upon receipt of reports from Slate showing crippled 
child in county, shall investigate and secure personal history of child, information 
as to environnient and ability of jnircnts or guardians to e()ntribute financially 
to the cost of child s care, treatment, and education and •■eport thereon to State 
superintendent. 

• Tffe enumeration of criiipled chiniren under 21 years must be reported to 
Stale sufiorintrndcnt who shall forward such information liy counties, to Michi- 
gan ( rippled Chihlren Coinmbsion, to the re.speclivc countv superintendents 
and to school superintendents -•< di.stricts of 3,000 or more population; he may 
furnish copies to volunteer orgi.iizations doing work for crippled children. 

II. State regulation— CowTsvs of study, methods of instruction, qualifications 

of teachers, and condition of their employment and equipment, must comply 
,witli State requirements. ■ 

^ Teachers must have special training, including those in hospUal schools. 

III. Stale aid.—Iicquired: Where local district or city maintains separate 
class(\s upprovud by State fiiiperinteiuleiit such district or city is entitled to State 
reimbursement for expenditure for neces=sary special equipment and instruction 
the difTerence belwcen the aMia^e per capita cost of instruction and equipment 
for cd her children in the first eight grades in said district and the average per 
capita Cost of instruction in special ela.sscs; but the amount to be paid by the 
State shall not e.xcecd $20Q a year per puiiil. 

When it is deemed advisal.le by the StateVrippled children commission ‘'lios- 
piial t diools for academic instruction (rncluding bedside teaching) and vocational 

training * * * 'provided by Michigan Crippled Children Commis- 

sion” m State university hospital and other hospitals of the State receiving such 
children. . ^ . 

»When approved hospi||il schools are maintained the State is required to reim- 
burse Mich institutions fhr necc.ssary e.xiienditures, but not to exceed S200 per 
annum for each chihl. 

’ Minnesota ^ 

(1921 Laws, ch. 141 (G. S. 1923, sec. 2899]) ^ 

I. Local aid. Authorized: District school boards where there are fiVc crippled 
children of school age and upon permis-sion of the State commissioner of educa- 
tion may establish and maintain one or more special classes providing there shall 
be five or more in each class. 

Annual cmiincratioii of crippled children is implied from the regular school- 
ceneus provi.sion. 

H. State regulation. — Courses, instruction, suiiervision, employment of teachers, 
»nd. equipment must comply with State requirements. Teachers must have 
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U8ual^ requirements plus such Hj>eriHl training as the coraniissioner of education 
maA' re(|uin\ Niirsi\s in such si^nols shall be n*gistered and subject only to such 
additional examinat i«m us the rommissioner of education may r€*qaire. 

nr State a\il. — lirquiTeJ: Where any dist**ict maintains a s[)ecial class for 
cripph'ri ehildrin the State shall pay unnuully $‘J()() h>r necessary school expenses, 
including salary of teachers and nurses, transportation, 8|)ecial supplies and efpjip* 
me(d, on acc(*unt of i‘a(‘h child instructed lor niru‘ inoiitlis iti such, cla.ssesj a pro- 
porfi,uiate amount for less tjimv 




Missouri 


(lyiM Liiws^ II. H. Jll ;H S Hd'.t. SICS. 11117 ly 1115U]) 

I. Loral iv L — A uth(^rt :i d .'^(diool hoard?^ in^distriet.s having 10 or more cri[}* ’ 
pieil cluhlren are authorized To provide a|>propnal(* instriictit)n in specaai elassc> 
in elemerdarv gra<i(‘s; to pr<ivide t ransportal itm to and from school. 

Districts iiavuig fi^wef than 10 crippled children, and irT which lluTC is no 
aceoiiunodat ion in :tpj»rnj»ri;de State i‘sf al»li'sliiueid, nray join in R»rming speciai 
classes. 

Annual criumcrrUioa of (‘rippU^d children is implieil from the regular school- 
census provisioi:. 

II. SlaU reg,ulat icn. — The St;it<' superinUndeul is authori/.ed to ifis|)ect and 
approve special chiS'^e.^; and inslruetioii in .sucli el;is<rs must lie ap|)rovtai^hy the 
Stat*Ml;‘part meiit. 

III. State aid. — A ulhnri zed Wheri' no special class or inslrucUon is provided 

for . childriMi under Hi wlio have' mU completed the laghth grade, the Staten 
iVithorized ti»provi<le instruction through the State hoard of eharilies. ^ 

liiqiiind: If any district maintains a S!att*-approvcd speciiU class \>r classed, 
the State luu^t pay $750 per annum for each #‘acher employed wholly in such 
instruction, but nut luon' than t w(*-thirds' of t!ie ti'acher's full salary .shall be, 
paid; provi(,Jp£l the teaclw^'r is ('specially traired for .sueli work, in accordance 
with reciuireincnts ostahlislu'd by ihe St:iti» siiperint(‘ndent. 




New Jersey 


(1921 liftws, ch. 239; 1918 Laws, ch 31 and 32; 192S baws, cli. 53 and 54) 

I. Local aitl . — Authorizal: Bo,'ird of education, with approval of the 
convinfHsioncr of- education, may (^slahli.sh special (ia|fses in hospitals, con* 
vaU'.sccnt hoin(*.«, and other institutions, when eight or more pliysically haiidi* 
caj>poil ohiUlr.on Rh;ill uviiilnhlc for such instruction. County nml SUU 

moneys sliall ho available f(#r suc^i classe.s rflso in the same mam^er/i.s provided 
by law for tliose sfiecial classes in the n'giilar-public schools * ♦ 

Districts having any cri])i)lcd euildn*ii are authorized to provide transportation 
to and from school. 

Required: The l^iard of cdueation of Cvery school district ♦ ♦ ♦ ghsD 

provide s|)ccial equipment and faciiltics adapted to the accommodation, carp, 
physical restoration, and instraction of children of school age who arc physicallj 
crippled to sucli au extent, or who possess such bodily deforiuilids that they can 
not, in the opinion of an orthopi'dic surgeon of recognized ataxwling, or of the 
director of medical inspection, i>r of tlic medical inspector ♦ be prop* 

erly accommodated and instructed in the cloasrooins regularly or usaully pro* 
vided; such special facilities for crippled ♦ ♦ ♦ ehall include, when recoa* 

mended or approved by the commissioner of education, (a) home4eachin|i 
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h^dskir insf ruction, and lr.Tn,spnrta<ion; (b) llio payinont of tuition in and trana- 
p(irt:itinn to a ^![)r( i»l rlii'<s for rri|)plcd children, nr maintenance while l>cinf; 
away from lioine tn nttcnU a sfM'cinl clii^s in another district ; and (c) schoinrslups 
in vocational and technical sehools: ProvuM, Thrf not loss than five hours of 
individual home or bedside teneliii>« shall he Riven each week and Ih' considered 
equal to one scdiool week's work in special classes or the regular m Inml elaases; 
anil, if there are ei»iht i.r more such crippleil children in any district, the hoard 
of education thereof sh.<ill estahlish a special cln.ss or classes for th.eir proper and 
adeipiate accohiniod-it inn jitul iiof ruction ; provided that no cl.ass shall « .itain 
more pupils than shall he approved hy the eomiiiissioner of ediicntion; And 
pron.Ird fnrth.r. That the hoard of ediieatioti • ♦ * piay, hy ufrang^ment 

*• * "* "'lot her school district in this State provide kir the lu-eoninio- 

dalioo and iiist ruction of Mi,d, crippled childn n in the special class or el;isses of 
suf'li nt lirr (list rirt , ^ 

It is the duty of hoards of ediicatioii to niuke a rcRi.sler of “phv.sically hnndi- 
c.sppcd ehildren from hirtli to 21 years' and forward a list of such annually to 
th«’ (vminissitMM’r of odur.st ion. 

\\li('iu*\rr nii\ fsrloH)! (listrirl ('.slnhli^hos a S|MTtal (‘lass for rripph'd cliildron 
the sii|uaintendent of county in which said district is situated shall, in liiji annual 
niiportiomuent of school iiioney.s. apjiortion to said district $.500 for each* teacher 
of siirli rlas>. 


\\lienev(,‘r a home le;odier for (diysically h.'uulirafiped pupils is furnished as 
providc'd hy law, the coility siipcrintciulent shall .apiMirtion in same in an tier for 
si'ch leai her an amount to he np|irovcd hy flie coinmis.sioner of e*hication. 

If any crippled ciiihl attends special .rlasfs in nonresident district wit i approval 
of district ill which child is resident, the superintendent of cmmtv shall appor- 
tion to the latter district $2.5 for every such clijjd. 

^11. Stall' ngulaliou - TUl' commissioner of ellneation is authorized to rccom- 
^icnd and approve ei|iii|ijiunt facilities and nu'thiji4>m instruction emjiloycd 
in instriietinn crippled ehildren. Coiiii.liance witliVsp^e minimum standard 
rcqiifteiuents is necessary foe .Slate aid. \ 

III, ^taU' aid A ulhorizvil : None mentioned. 


IHquind: Whenever the cost of criiicatiiiR criiiplod chihlren exceeds th.at of 
cduratiiiR .same mimhor of normal children, the district shall he entitled to State 
rcimhiirsemeiil for onc-hnlf of such excess cu.st ; provided that the coimnissioner 
of education shall order State money withheld from any district failing to comply 
with law r.nd State luiiuimijn standards. ’ 


New York 

r' (1917 Lawsfeh. 5,59, Amended hy 1925 Luws,'oh. 227) 

I. Local aid. —Author it, d: Any city or district hoard pf education is author- 
ized to contract with incorporated schools (incorporated under .State laws) or 

with another hoard of education for the educaliun of cripjilcil children in special 
classes. 

If ihero arc fewer than 10 crippled children in any city or liistrict school cor- 
poration, yie saifl corporation may furniah suitahlc educntionnl farilit.ies*by 
mcaiiH of home teaching or transportation lo school. Individual iiecdH shail 
dcteripinc which service shall be rendered. 

Required: Any oity or district school corporation having 10 or more crippled 
children is rctiuircd to cstalilish special classes neccss^v to provide instruction 
adapted to the mental attainments and phy^c^conditions; unless there exists, 
or may hereafter l;e established, in the distnoTTV suitable incorporated school 
^dequa^^o provide Apecial instruction. 
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EDUCATION OF CRIPPLED CHILDREN 


Annual enumeration of crippled children ia implied from the regular school- 
census provision. ^ 

II. State Tegulciio\^ Teachers must be qualified to teach special clase^ 
Certification to teach such classes or qualification prescribed by the conimU- 
siuner of education is a condition upon which State aid is grafted. 

III. Stale aid, — Required: If any school board establishes one or more special 
classes and employs one or more teachers approved by the State for that pur- 
pose the commissioner of education shall apportion in the same manner 
teacl^rs quotas, amount equal to one-half the salary paid to each said teacher 
but not to exceed 11,000 j>er teacher. 


Ohio 

(1925 Laws, II. B. 119 (sec. 7755 to 7761 of G. C.]) 

I. Local aid. — Authorized: When any resident crippled child attends npccial 
class or instruction in another district tiie district of which the child is a resident 
may pay tuition to the district in which the class is located equal to that fora 
child of normal needs of the same school grade) also transportation. 

Required: L pon direction of the director of education school districts are 
required (1) to pay transportation and tuition of crippled child attending special 
instruction outside of district; (2) to arrange for home teaching of any ( rij)pled 
child not able with the help of transportation to be assembled in school counting 
five hours of such teaching equal to attendance of one child five days at school. 

bpon petition of parents or guardians of eight crippled children over o years 
the school district shall apply to the director of education for permission to estab- 
lish a special class, and if such is granted, shall establish such class l)y beginning 
of the next school year. If the district board fails to perform its dutv, the county 
board of education may do so. 

, Where any child is unable to walk to school IranaportatiorT shall he provitied. 
In case of a dispute whether any child is unable to walk to school H>e district 
health commissioner sliall be the judge. 

II. State regulation. The director of education shall select some competent 
person or persons to inspect all special classes once a year and to report conditions; 
prescribe standard requirements of classes or instruction entitled to State reim- 
bursement, including conditions, methods of in^jtruction, supervision, qualifica- 
tion of teacher, special equipment, etc. 

III. State md. Required: Upon receipt by and approval of the director of 
education of financial statemeni from district maintaining special clas.sos nnd 
instruction, the State shall pay to such district the cost of said classes and in- 

! struction, minus the cost of instruction of the same number of normal children 
but not to exceed $300 per pupil for nine months, and a proportionate amount 
for less time. • 

Oregon 

(1923 Laws, ch. 88) 

£ 

I. Local Authorized: If tfiere is reported one or more crippled children in 
any school district, the schoobboard thereof shall set aside, in the annual budget, 
h crippled children s fund equal to the per capita cost of educating said crippled 
children, to be used to promote education, civic and vocational intelligence,* 

• Th« school board b authorized to make such arrangements for the Instmctton of crippled children lift 
may deem to their heel advantage, and the law does not restrict them to the place where such Instructtoa 
may be elven, (Oplnloo of the attorney general, Nov. 3Q. 
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and to employ sufficient and quali6ed pereons, "visiting teachers" or hourly 
I teachers, and to establish rates and regulations subject to the approval of the 
superintendent governing the time and method of such instruction. 

Required: Parent or guardian shall cause crippled chilc^ren between 6 and 18 
who have not acquired the branches of learning taught in the first eight grades, 
to be registered annually. Penalty for failure to comply. 

II. State regulation. Authorized: Thq St^tc is authorized to prof’ide for ob- 
servation, inspection, and supervision of the work of "hourly" teachers. 

Required: It is the duty of the State to cooperate with districts and to certify 
as to qualifications of teachers. 

A certificate from the State certifying competency to give special instruction is 
required. 

IlI^5/ote aid . — No Stale fu nd% provided. 

Pennsylvania 

(1925 Laws, chs. 70 and 76) 

I. Local aid. Required: .Any district school board having within its jurisdic- 
tion a child of c,^ceptional physical condition, not properly educated, must secure 
information thereon and report to medical inspector and to county superintendent. 
The medical inspector shall examine and report to superintendent of district in 
iU first, second, and third class districts, whether such child is a proper subject 
for special education andjraining. In all other districts he shall report to the 
secretary of health, who shall report to the county superintendent. When chil- 
dren are duly reported as fit subjects for special education, the respective district 
or county superintendents are required to submit to school boards plans for 
establishing and maintaining special classes. 

Districts wherein such children are reported are required to provide and 
maintain (or to do so jointly with neighboring districts) special classes; provided, 
if not feasible to form class with 10 in any district, or to provide such education 
in district, unless approved education is provided by parents, the director shall 
secure training in outside institutions or in the chUd’s home. ^ 

District school boards providing special instruction must report to the State 
thereon. 

Parents or guardians in control of ‘any phild between 6 and 16 who is so crippled 
M to make it impracticable for such child to be educated in public school in dis- 
trict, shall allow such child to be sent to some school where proper provision is 
made, or shall proviuc for tuition of such child by a legally certified public tutor. 

Annual enumeration is required of children from 4 to 16 who “because of 
physical handicap ^ (crippled not STCcifically mentioned) are incapable of receiv- 
ing proper benefit from ordinary instruction and w'ho, for their own or the social 
welfare, need sj>ecial educational provisions. 

II. State regulation. The superintendent is required to superintend the 
organization of spocial classl^^nd other arrangements and to enforce the pro- 
vision for crippled children. The location, constitution, and 8i*es of Classes, 
conditions of admission and discharge of pupils, equipment, courses of study, 
lacthods of instruction, and qualifications of teachers must l>e approved by the 
State council of education, as a condition upon which State reimbursement is 
^owed. 

III. Slate aid. Required: Districts w'hich provide special classes of instruc- 
tion approved by the State council of education shall be aid^d by the State/^ 
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Tennessee 

(4436a36-40 Annotated Code, Supplement 1926 (1925 ch. 102]) 

I. Local aid. —Required: If the judge or chairman of any chunty court is of 
the opinion that any cpopled child, for whom application is made for treatment 
and education, w in need of “treatment and education’’ and finds Uiat the 
parent or guardian fails or is financially unable to jin.vide it. he shall make a 
finding to that effect and forward a copy of the said dwree and a statement of 
the to the State commi^^>iuner of institiitiorij?. 

I’pon receipt of notice fronFthn department of institutions that the said child 
may be accepted for treatment and education, the said judge or cliairnian shall 

commit the child to the department of institutions and shall arrange for its 
conveyance. 

The necessary expense of treatment, education, and convevuiice shall be 
borne by the parent or guardian, if financially able, or bv the county as the 
judge or chairman of the county court may direct.. 

Authorized: County courts are authorized to inakc aiipropriations from the 
county funds to carry out the foregoing provisions; the said funds to be paid to 
the department of institutions. 

II. State regulalion.— The department of institutions shall exeredse close super- 
vision over such crippled children, while under its care, and mav at anytime 
terminate any contract for their care, treatment, and educatioli when' in its 
judgment such^ction should be taken. (See Local aid and State aid.) 

III. State aid.— Required: the department of iiistitutiups when able to do so 
and when facilities and funds liecome available, shall notify the judge or chairman 
of the county court from which aid is applied for, that the child may be accepted 
for troatnicnt and education. It shall arrange for the treatment and education 
of crippled children committed to it by the county courts at such crippled chil- 

ren s homes, orthopedic hospitals, or other institutions approved" bv said depart- 

’ Authorized: The department of institutions is authorized to receive, treat, and 
educate crippled children whoso parents or guardians fail or are unable to provide 
or such. As funds are availabli) it is authorized to reimburse counties for 
expenditures incurred in complying with the foregoing provisions. 

Washington 

(Sec. 661, 1923 Code of Public Instruction) 

— Authorized: The board of directors of a school district of the 
fim class is authorized to establish and maintain schools for the education and 
training of any class or classes of defective youth (cripples not expressly men- 
tioned), as It, in the judgment of the board, ticst promotes the interests of educa- 
tion in that district. 

II. Stolo*egulation. — None mentioned. 

III. (Stale aid. — None mentioned. 

Wisconsin 

(1927 Laws, ch. 488) 

I. Ucal aU.— Authorized: Upon application by any school board the Stats 
supenntendent may authorize said board to establish and maintain one or more ■ 
day schools for the instruction of "physically disabled" children, or a special 
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class for exceptional persons of school age * (Crippled children not specificollv 
roentioned.) ^ 

Required — Tl\e board of any school or class shall admit (whenever facilities 
warrant) any disabled child, resident or nonresident, who desires to enter. If 
district wherein disabled child resides maintains no suitable class, it shall pay 
tuition of .suctr-pnpil not to exceed $2 |x«r week; if suitable class is provided in 
di.<triPt where child resides, the said tuition shall be paid by the parent. 

.Annual enumeration of crippled children is implied from the regular school- 
ci'nsu» provision. 

Physically-di.sabled children from S to 18 years of age vto 10 if coin|>leted the 
eighth grade or regularly emiiloyed) must attend public, private, or State school 
ciglit months each year. 

II. regulation. I jiori application of any board of education, the State 
superintendent may authorize sucli board tt) establish and maintain a special 
school or class. Courses, qualific.stion of teachers, organization, and main- 
tenance of such schools or classes must comply with such requirements as may 
be outlined by. the State superintendent, who shall apjioint persons of suitable 
training and e.xperiencc to supervise such classes, examine, test, and classify 
pupils applying for admission to special classes. 

III. Slate aid.— Required: When any school board has maintained a special 
clas.s or classes taught l»- qualified te.aehers and in accordance with State require- 
ments, the Stale shall pay a sum equal to an amount expended by said board 
for teachers’ salaries, board and transportation of pupils, special books and 
equipment, and such other expen.ses as shall Ixi approved by the State auperin- 
tendent in excess of $70 per child; provided that it sh.all not exceed S300 for 
each disabled resident child, 1400 for each nonresident child, or $150 for trans- 
portation of each di.sabled pupil who is suitably served in a regular school; pro- 
dded that for les.s than nine months^attcndance the amount shall be pApor- 
tiolhatoly leas. 

Wyoming 

^ CWyofting Compiled Statutes, 19‘20, sec. 2364) 

L Local aid . — -None mentioned. 

II. Stale regulation .— enumeration of crippled children is implied from 
the regular echool-ceusus provision. 

III. State aid.- The State may place children physically unfitted for attendance 
in public school in a special school or institution in the State or elsewhere, or 
provide special classes in local schools of any city or district. (Cripples nof 
expressly mentioned.) 

Where no adequate provision is made for such childreu and upon approval of 
the hoard of education where such children reside, the State must provide educa-' 
tion and training and, when necessary, support and maintenance. It may secure 
expert assistance and advice to ascertain what ^dren are suitable for special 
care and educations If parent is unable to b«6r the expense of nect*8sary care 
*nd training, it will be paid by the State out of funtb* appropriated therrfor. 


